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YOUR VOICE IS NEEDED

In October of last year, the provincial government appointed the Electoral Boundaries Commission
and tasked them with recommending new provincial electoral boundaries before the next election.
The appointment of the new commission followed amendments to the Electoral Boundaries
Commission Act, removing explicit protections for ridings in rural British Columbia.

How does the  Electoral Boundaries 
Review affect you? 

In March of this year, the Electoral Boundaries Commission
began holding public consultations throughout the province,
beginning in the Lower Mainland. Under legislative
requirements set in the Electoral Boundaries Commission Act,
the commission must seek to recommend electoral districts
with populations within plus or minus 25% of the average
electoral district population, which is about 57,000 people.
The commission is empowered to recommend the creation of
up to six additional seats in the BC Legislature, meaning the
total number of seats may be raised to a maximum of 93 (up
from 87). The commission may also choose to recommend the
merging of existing electoral districts.
   A review of current electoral district populations shows that
there is significant risk that communities in northern and rural
British Columbia will lose representation in the Legislative
Assembly. Northern BC, which has a population of just over
300,000, is currently represented by 9 MLAs. Should the
commission choose to adjust riding boundaries to represent
the provincial average, the number of seats in the north could
be reduced to less than 6.
   Representation is especially important in northern British
Columbia, where lack of connectivity and inefficient
transportation options provide barriers to access for elected
officials and government. Many of our communities do not
have adequate access to internet or cell phone service, making
it difficult for residents to depend on virtual connectivity with
their representatives.                                continued page 2

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FyDR0WDpJnZG-jbXLltgQDnYwcsYS8Xhye-OVAPPi9ukqT7esKUbolQT9yr9u-G8yCv4THOgrxQLmHRoQLr8C6Wt-Sy5gg54awQKTpKkjM6jX4LaehnYZChKxKXQFAgtj1NaJlYv5IeGmmuTLZcXmnnKfAYBpLi_ZJGUjuAIy3GVgW6qGyP-BivQvX5kmrOTyKLoPEuQ2HZRpaR0hRukLys8KAM5U997RXBjAc-JiAU=&c=JNFT9y_5bK8X9wreghOf7JqGHYEtfiG2GJ6cUgdQSWlzl15j1jlVxQ==&ch=9CzU151LoZ1Zz3tojm0oJsuPm_wDfE-mViv0vFNaSlcoZRErwYcyXQ==


Effective Representation
• Rural ridings cover vast amounts of territory and face unique
challenges.
• It is important that residents living outside of major population
centres maintain
reasonable access to their elected officials.
• The Electoral Boundaries Commission has a duty to ensure that
riding sizes are
reasonable enough to ensure effective representation.
• While many urban ridings are just a few city-blocks long, some
rural ridings are
already larger than some European countries.
• MLAs in Vancouver can travel across their riding by bicycle. By
comparison, it
could take an MLA in rural BC upwards of 10 hours to drive across
certain
ridings.
• Many rural communities across British Columbia do not have
adequate access to
internet or cell service – it is not reasonable to expect these
residents to rely on
Zoom calls to stay in touch with their representatives.
• Opportunities for face-to-face contact are vital, especially in cases
of
emergencies such as floods and forest fires.
• Many northern ridings, though smaller in population, are home to
distinct
Indigenous nations. It is important that remote Indigenous
communities maintain
adequate access to provincial representation.

The already vast geography of northern
ridings makes it challenging to
effectively represent constituents. For
example, the MLA from Stikine covers
the largest geographic territory
(196,484 sq km) out of any riding in BC,
while also representing the lowest
population in the province.
   This is exactly why protections had
previously been put in place to protect
rural ridings. With these protections
now gone, our representation is at risk.
   It is important that residents living
outside of major population centres
maintain access to their elected
officials. Residents in Northern British
Columbia deserve a right to meet with
MLAs face to face. While we all
understand the vast geographical
challenges our MLAs face today, we
need to ensure that the Electoral
Boundaries Commission fully
comprehends the challenges
surrounding the physical separation of
our communities.
 It is expected that the commission will
travel to northern BC sometime in April,
following visits to Vancouver Island and
the Okanagan. The commission will seek
community input through public
hearings at select locations across the
province. They will also review
submissions made online.

PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 

Monday May 9 7:30 pm
The George Dawson Inn 

Dawson Creek 
 

May 10  8:30AM
The George Dawson Inn

Dawson Creek
 

MUST RSVP BY EMAILING  
info@bcebc.ca

 
    Full schedule of public & VIRTUAL

meetings: https://bcebc.ca/your-
voice/public-meetings/
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Our area is at stake
     It is vital that British Columbians living in northern
and remote areas across British Columbia recognize what
is at stake in this ongoing riding boundary redistribution
process. To protect our voices, residents can sign up to
speak at an upcoming public hearing to express the
importance of effective representation in northern and
rural communities. Hearing dates are posted on the
Electoral Boundaries Commission website (www.bcebc.ca) 
   There is a lot at stake for our communities. If you have
any questions about the process, we encourage you to
reach out to your local MLA or Chamber office.
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/rpt/BC-EBC_Final_Report-

Sept_24,_2015.pdf 
 

https://bcebc.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2022/03/Electoral-District-

Populations-2021.pdf

mailto:info@bcebc.ca
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FyDR0WDpJnZG-jbXLltgQDnYwcsYS8Xhye-OVAPPi9ukqT7esKUbolQT9yr9u-G8gRllkpiaFc9CLf6WAzmmZXxwaBtZeNxPo3mL0Xapxn7TKGCxhVN5YKUx-Ze70cyts6FgQ6FwHZKorX0YOl3sYau2gUQt1pKfDCQPiLYERx4GJTy3LFVxKA==&c=JNFT9y_5bK8X9wreghOf7JqGHYEtfiG2GJ6cUgdQSWlzl15j1jlVxQ==&ch=9CzU151LoZ1Zz3tojm0oJsuPm_wDfE-mViv0vFNaSlcoZRErwYcyXQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FyDR0WDpJnZG-jbXLltgQDnYwcsYS8Xhye-OVAPPi9ukqT7esKUbolQT9yr9u-G8MLjShNJtAU5IuZdYqcCwUO-En_6SwG-GJppV9m0ySXW_bMxBBN-8oyNC2dx7nwuZ5Evfei7aMq4=&c=JNFT9y_5bK8X9wreghOf7JqGHYEtfiG2GJ6cUgdQSWlzl15j1jlVxQ==&ch=9CzU151LoZ1Zz3tojm0oJsuPm_wDfE-mViv0vFNaSlcoZRErwYcyXQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FyDR0WDpJnZG-jbXLltgQDnYwcsYS8Xhye-OVAPPi9ukqT7esKUbolQT9yr9u-G85mAms5XWEA4ZOk9M9kIVEtfIKgzK8WqmGiZE3vGJsWy170dUtfhj36p7ZXNVnhOob9qBKLxaVy4ODwcT3kuTazU1FUFLvK-6C2K3aRoyCyAPgWL6E-RCmEQV8heD2AHXDqylNBviRFtEPfzgHApG_A==&c=JNFT9y_5bK8X9wreghOf7JqGHYEtfiG2GJ6cUgdQSWlzl15j1jlVxQ==&ch=9CzU151LoZ1Zz3tojm0oJsuPm_wDfE-mViv0vFNaSlcoZRErwYcyXQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FyDR0WDpJnZG-jbXLltgQDnYwcsYS8Xhye-OVAPPi9ukqT7esKUbolQT9yr9u-G8yCv4THOgrxQLmHRoQLr8C6Wt-Sy5gg54awQKTpKkjM6jX4LaehnYZChKxKXQFAgtj1NaJlYv5IeGmmuTLZcXmnnKfAYBpLi_ZJGUjuAIy3GVgW6qGyP-BivQvX5kmrOTyKLoPEuQ2HZRpaR0hRukLys8KAM5U997RXBjAc-JiAU=&c=JNFT9y_5bK8X9wreghOf7JqGHYEtfiG2GJ6cUgdQSWlzl15j1jlVxQ==&ch=9CzU151LoZ1Zz3tojm0oJsuPm_wDfE-mViv0vFNaSlcoZRErwYcyXQ==


The importance of empathy is the theme for
CMHA’s 71st Annual Mental Health Week.
Empathy involves putting yourself in the other
person’s shoes and understanding why they
may be feeling what they’re feeling.
  A recent poll shows that 40 percent of
Canadians have reported their mental health
declining over the past year as a result of the
COVID19 pandemic, highlighting the continued
enormous pressure and strain families,
employees and employers have been dealing
with. There is no question this pandemic has
taken a toll and as we continue to navigate a
second wave and ongoing lockdowns, now
more than ever it is important we take a
moment to remember our own needs and
support each other to get through these
challenging times. While we are physically
apart, no one is alone when it comes to dealing
with mental health issues.
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May 2-8 is Mental Health Week

Last year, as part of our unique
grassroots policy development

process, our network of chambers of
commerce and boards of trade from

across B.C., passed a policy asking the
provincial government to work with
all relevant stakeholders to build a
comprehensive action plan to build
sustainable business relationships

with Indigenous Peoples..."

FAMULAK

We have put together a list of resources that
business owners, employers and employees can
use to help navigate and manage mental health
when it comes to our daily lives, the workplace
and longer term tips and tricks.

Wellness Together Canada 
Wellness Together Canada provides mental
health resources and direct access to peer
support workers, social workers, psychologists
and other professionals for confidential chat
sessions or phone calls.
Workplace Strategies for Mental Health by
Canada Life 
Canada Life’s Workplace Strategies for Mental
Health website is a leading source of free,
practical tools and resources designed to help
Canadian employers with the prevention,
intervention and management of workplace
mental health issues.

https://www.wellnesstogether.ca/en-CA
https://www.wellnesstogether.ca/en-CA
https://www.workplacestrategiesformentalhealth.com/
https://www.workplacestrategiesformentalhealth.com/
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Jessica Lynn Photography specializes in
creatively immortalizing those once in a
lifetime moments. Whether you’re
marking a milestone or you’re looking
for lifestyle photos that will become
forever keepsakes, 
Jessica Lynn Photography captures
what makes you uniquely you. Jessica
Lynn Photography offers a variety of
photography styles and packages,
including family sessions, child sessions
and newborn photography and
delightfully charming cake smash
photography to memorably and
whimsically celebrate a baby’s first year
of life. 
Wedding and event photography is also
available.

Mention you saw Jessica Lynn
Photography on Love Chetwynd when
you book a photography session and
receive a free 8 X 10 print from your
session.

Featured
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Member

Jessica Lynn Photography
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Does your brand need a merch line?
It’s not your imagination; small companies, big
brands, bloggers and YouTubers are all doing it these
days! What used to be a staple for a few unique
brands is now a global trend for brands of all sizes
and consumers can’t get enough.

Whether you had timbieb fever or not, the recent
donut and merchandise line up from Tim Hortons
certainly got people talking! And what has pushed
this trend over the top the last couple of years is
that it can also generate revenue. 

Creative branded merch can help build your brand
story by connecting on a more personal level with
your customers and community. They give you a
chance to show your personality and have a little
fun. Add a great pun or inspirational saying and you
can create great branded merch that will resonate
with your supporters.

People love to share that they were part of a moment
and branded merch can do that. Whether it’s a
concert, run, fundraiser or other event, a souvenir
helps memorialize the experience. The best ones
even become sought after collectors’ items!

Another part of the branded merch trend is the
ability to use them to give back. You could write a
cheque for $500 to a local non-profit or you could
turn it into $1,000 or more with a product you can
sell. Not only does this give your customers a chance
to get involved, but it also helps raise awareness
about the cause you’re supporting.

Getting started doesn’t have to mean a big
investment. You can start small and build on your
success as you go. Want to learn more? Check out
our blog at sjaPROMO.ca/blog.

Guest Column from #ChamberMember SJA Promo
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You’ll participate in surveys on topics you care

about. All related to BC business and the provincial

economy.

Information gathered through BC MindReader

informs our advocacy efforts and policy direction.

We don't just gather insights, we also share it back

with you—so you can make data-driven decisions

about your business.

Members are segmented by sector, region, gender

(and more) to give us—and YOU—better insight into

various business demographics. Head to

www.bcmindreader.com and sign up!

Are you a part of BC MindReader?
You should be!
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Your annual membership includes ALL Chamber Benefits
The benefits listed below have been negotiated by the Canadian Chamber and the BC

Chamber! Simply Contact your Chamber to find out how to access these benefits
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The Pencil Box in downtown Chetwynd will match
Staples pricing for our Chamber Members. 

#ShopLocal #SupportLocal #SupportChetwynd
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